Catalysts

A catalyst is a substance or device that participates in a chemical reaction to change the reaction rate but that is not consumed by the reaction itself. 

The change of reaction rate is due to the change of energy of activation that have to be reached in order to transform the reagents into products.  

Catalysts that speed the reaction are called positive catalysts. Their use makes possible reactions that, in normal conditions, are too slow to be considered. Substances that act to slow the reaction are called inhibitors (or negative catalysts). Substances that increase the activity of catalysts are called promoters, and substances that deactivate catalysts are called catalytic poisons.
